
LIST OF TITLES AND HONOURS OF  
HIH PRINCE ERMIAS SAHLE-SELASSIE HAILE-SELASSIE 
 
Royal function 
Prince Ermias currently serves as the President of the Crown Council of Ethiopia in exile. 5 The Crown Council has pursued a mission 
devoted to promoting a cultural and humanitarian role. Prince Ermias is also patron of the Haile Selassie Fund for Children in Need which 
continues to sponsor student scholarships, and the St. George of Lalibela Foundation.  

On 16 September 2010, Prince Ermias delivered remarks at a briefing entitled “Traditional Leadership in the Modern World: Humani-
tarianism, Culture and the Diaspora” in the Rayburn House Office Building in Washington, D.C. This briefing was conducted by Repre-
sentative Diane Watson, who was a member of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, and whose congressional district in Los Angeles 
includes Little Ethiopia. Empaneled with visiting royalty from Cameroon and the Kingdom of Swaziland (Princess Phindiwe Sangweni), 
Prince Ermias described the cultural leadership exercised by deposed and exiled royalty among members of ethnic communities living in 
either ancestral lands or diaspora in the United States and the United Kingdom.  
 
Honours 
As President of the Crown Council of Ethiopia since 1993 Prince Ermias is Grand Master of the following Orders belonging to the House 
of Solomon: 6  

•  The Order of Solomon 

•  The Order of the Seal of Solomon 

•  The Order of the Queen of Sheba 

•  The Order of the Holy Trinity 

•  The Order of Menelik II 

•  The Order of the Star of Ethiopia 
 
Prince Ermias is also Grand Master of two further dynastic orders which were established 18 years after the fall of the Ethiopian Em-
pire. The Order of Haile Selassie I was founded in 1992 to commemorate the Emperor’s 100th birthday. 7 The Order of the Ethiopian 
Lion was established in 1994 to mark the 100th anniversary of the Battle of Adwa. 8  

•  The Order of Haile Selassie I 

•  The Order of the Ethiopian Lion 
 
Foreign honours 

•  Knight Grand Cross, Order of Saints Maurice and Lazarus (House of Savoy); Grand Prior of Ethiopia 9 

•  Knight Grand Cross, Royal Order of the Crown of Tonga 
•  Knight Grand Cross of the Royal Order of Francis I of the House of Bourbon-Two Sicilies 10 

•  Knight Grand Collar of the Royal Order of the Drum (Rwandan Royal Family) 11 

•  Knight Grand Cross of the Imperial Order of the Dragon of Annam (Royal House of Annam) (29 July 2004) 12 
•  Knight Grand Cordon of the Royal and Hashemite Order of the Pearl (Royal House of Sulu) 13 

•  Knight Grand Cross of the Royal Order of the Intare [Lion] (Rwandan Royal Family) 14 

•  Knight Grand Cross of the Royal Brotherhood of the Most Holy Sacrament, The Royal Confraternity of Saint  
Teótonio [Real Confraria de São Teotónio] (House of Bragança) 15 

•  Knight Grand Cross of Justice of the Order of Saint Lazarus (Grand Priory of England) (12 December 2010) 16 

•  Knight Grand Cross of Merit of the Companionate of Merit of the Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem  
(Grand Prior of Ethiopia) (July 2013) 16 

•  Knight Grand Cross of the Royal Order of the Crown of Rwanda (Royal House of Rwanda) (17 September 2016) 17 
• Knight, Törzskapitány (Staff Captain), Vitézi Rend (Order of the Vitéz) 18 

•  Commander, Hungarian Order of Merit (August 2024) 19 
 
Awards 
•  Rwanda :  Medail du Paix et Reconciliation (7 November 1998) by HM King Kigeli I 20 
•  United States of America : Golden Key of the City of Frankfort, Kentucky, (29 May 2013) by Mayor Graham 21 22 
•  Sweden : Stockholm Cultural Award (24 March 2018) by Princess Marianne Bernadotte 23   
•  Zimbabwe : Royal Patron of the John Bradburne Memorial Society (22 February 2021) 24   
•  Jamaica : Keys to the City of Montego Bay, St James (15 October 2022), by Montego Bay Mayor, Leeroy Williams 25   
•  Ethiopia : Pan-African Award from the Ethiopian Government for Emperor Haile Selassie’s Leading Role in Establishing 

African Unity, Addis Ababa (1 November  2022), from Ethiopian Prime Minister Dr Abiy Ahmed 26 
•  United Kingdom : Freedom of the City of London (17 November 2023) 27 28  
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Other honourifics 
• International Strategic Studies Association Senior Fellow 29   
• People of Distinction Humanitarian Award, Washington, DC (13 September 2016) 30   
• ISSA Silver Star Award (1997) by the International Strategic Studies Association for “Outstanding Contributions to Strategic 

Progress Through Humanitarian Achievement” for his work for Ethiopian refugees in Africa 31   
• Honourary Patron, The Zahedi Center for the Study of Monarchy, Traditional Governance, and Sovereignty 32   
• Medal of Merit of South Carolina 
• Named to Board of Directors of the National Slavery Museum, Washington, DC (2003) 33  
• Grand Patron of the Apostolic Order of St. Hadrian of Canterbury Manchester Cathedral, in the United Kingdom, on (23 Octo-

ber 2010) 34   
• Honorary Fellow of the Royal Canadian Geographical Institute (November 2017) 35   
• Patron of the Haile Selassie Foundation for Ethiopia’s Children, Inc.35   
• Patron for Africa for the Flying Hospital Charity 36 
• Director of the La Roche College, Pittsburgh, PA 36 
• Honorary Member Advisory Committee of the Angel Foundation 36 
• Member of the Prester John Luso-Ethiopian Friendship Association 36 
• Board of Trustees of The Royal Society of St. George, California 37   
• Member of Conférie du Sabre d’Or, Millennium Biltmore Hotel, Los Angeles, California (23 April 2023) 38  

 
Ancestry 

Line of succession to the Ethiopian Throne  
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