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STATEMENT ON THE PASSING OF GRAND MUFTI HAJI UMER IDRIS 
 
21 October 2025 – It is with great sorrow that the Crown Council of Ethi-
opia marks the passing of Grand Mufti Haji Umer Idris, the former Presi-
dent of the Supreme Council of Islamic Affairs in Ethiopia. Known widely 
as “Haji Mufti” he was very deeply revered not just in the Muslim commu-
nity, but across all faiths in Ethiopia. This fact is underlined by the vast 
crowds of people of every faith who paid their respects to him yesterday at 
his funeral. Grand Mufti Haji Umer Idris was a voice for love, unity, moral-
ity, mutual respect, good neighborliness, and patriotism. He displayed the 
very essence of what it meant to be a good Ethiopian, and a person of faith. 
His wisdom, wit, and kindness will be deeply missed by all. We join with all 
people of faith in our country in mourning this deeply holy man. We extend 
our sincere condolences to his family, to the Muslim community, and share 
the grief of the entire Ethiopian people at the loss of a national elder. May 
he rest in peace. 
 
Prince Ermias Sahle Selassie Haile Selassie 
President of the Crown Council of Ethiopia 
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