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THE CROWN COUNCIL OF ETHIOPIA

HIS IMPERIAL HIGHNESS PRINCE ERMIAS SAHLE-SELASSIE HAILE-SELASSIE
PRESIDENT

STATEMENT ON THE ARSI MASSACRE
4 June 2026 / Tt AZ + AeLx

It is with deep grief and shock that we have once again learned of the atrocities being carried
out against Orthodox Christians in eastern Arsi zone of the Oromia Federal region. The contin-
ued killing of the faithful, the burning down of sacred and historic churches, the looting and
destruction of property, and the displacement of thousands of people from their homes is hap-
pening yet again. The actions of these armed bands are not just violations of the law and the
principles of freedom of religious practice; they are an inhuman and barbaric act that cannot be
allowed to continue in a civilized and sovereign society.

The Crown Council of Ethiopia calls for an end to these atrocities and urges the responsible
authorities at all levels to do their duty and bring the violent elements to justice. We note the
statement issued by His Holiness the Patriarch of Ethiopia, Abune Mathias I, which included
the admonition “We earnestly call upon you, in the name of our Church, to put an end to this
chain of violence and bring the perpetrators to justice so that you may not remain indebted
before history.”

May God bring peace to Ethiopia.
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